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LAKE TO LAKE CYCLING ROUTE AND WALKING TRAIL 

LAKE TO LAKE PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE #1
Location 2: 
THE AURORA CHAMBER STREET FESTIVAL
SUNDAY JUNE 3, 2012
11:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M.

Location 1:
HILLCREST MALL, 9350 YONGE STREET
FRIDAY JUNE 1, 2012
3:00 P.M. TO 6:00 P.M.



LAKE TO LAKE CYCLING ROUTE AND WALKING TRAIL 

LAKE TO LAKE STUDY INTRODUCTION & WELCOME

The Region is undertaking a comprehensive 
design feasibility study that will help 
determined the route alignment, design and 
details about how the route will be 
implemented within the Region.

Study Objectives: 
 Linking routes to transit facilities;
 Providing connection between routes and points of interest 

throughout the Region; and
 Establishing a recreational cycling route and walking trail to 

allow people to experience the beautiful, natural and cultural 
heritage in York Region.
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Primary Study Area: the lake to lake 
corridor conceptually connects Lake 
Simcoe to the north with the City of 
Toronto at the East Don Parklands near 
Leslie Street and makes use of the City’s 
cycling facilities to Lake Ontario.  

Region’s Pedestrian and 
Cycling Master Plan 
(2008): the Regional 
Municipality of York identified a 
cycling route and walking tail 
that will span from Lake Simcoe 
to Lake Ontario promoting 
alternate forms of travel, such 
as combining walking and 
cycling with public transit.

Location: Tom Taylor Trail, Town of Newmarket Location: Town of East Gwillimbury Location: Town of Georgina Location: Aurora, ON



LAKE TO LAKE CYCLING ROUTE AND WALKING TRAIL 

LAKE TO LAKE ROUTE 
SELECTION CRITERIA
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Route Selection Criteria are used 
to help inform the development of 
the Lake-to-Lake Cycling Route 
and Walking Trail and consider the 
following:

• Regional goals and 
objectives of a Lake-to-Lake 
Cycling Route and Walking 
Trail;

• User Experience including 
features associated with a 
desirable, connections and 
logical route; and

• Safety and Design Feasibility 
Criteria including features 
associated with safety, design 
feasibility and maintenance. 



LAKE TO LAKE CYCLING ROUTE AND WALKING TRAIL 

POTENTIAL FACILITY TYPES
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Off-Road Multi-
use Trail

• A multi-use trail that is outside of the road right-
of-way through a park, public open space 
corridor, along a utility corridor or other linear 
facility such as an abandoned railway line

• Should be separated from the roadway with a 
1.5m buffer for physical barrier

• Surface may be compacted granular (e.g. 
limestone screening) or hard surface (e.g. 
asphalt). In urban areas the trail may be 
asphalt to accommodate a wider range of 
users 

• Accommodates the widest range of 
skill/experience levels and is ideal for families 
and recreational users. 

Multi-use Trail (Main / Spine Trail & 
Secondary / Neighbourhood Trail)

Main / Spine Trail

Secondary / Neighbourhood Trail

• On an urban cross-section road, a two-way multi-
use trail for pedestrians and cyclists above the 
curb, can include the multi-use path on one side 
of the road and a pedestrian sidewalk on the 
other side  

• Should be separated from the roadway with a 1.5 
m buffer of physical barrier

• Surface may be compacted granular (e.g. 
limestone screening) or hard surface (e.g. 
asphalt), a hard surface will accommodate a 
wider range of users  

• A yellow centre line may be used on busier 
asphalt surface trails to help delineate travel 
lanes

• A good facility choice where there is high cycling 
demand and a large proportion of the users are 
youth or seniors with a low to moderate level of 
experience, and where there are few 
intersections/conflict points per kilometer. Is 
typically ideal for families and recreational users. 

• Not a good choice where lot frontages are narrow 
with many intersections per kilometer

• Provide additional space 
/ separation between the 
cyclist and motor 
vehicles

• Should be considered for 
implementation on high 
volume, higher speed 
roads

• Guidelines for the 
preferred buffer width 
tends to vary and can be 
altered based on the 
location where it is being 
implementation . 

• Facility is design to 
increase the space 
between the bicycle 
lanes and the travel lane 
or parked car. 

• Appropriate for locations 
where bike lanes are 
located on the street with 
high speeds (< 50 km / 
h). 

• The bicycle lane in this 
facility type application 
should be 1.2 m as an 
acceptable width. 

Buffered Bike 
Lane
Toronto, ON

• Bike lanes are dedicated facilities which are located in the travelled portion of 
the roadway for one-way cyclist traffic.

• Motor vehicles are not typically allowed to drive, park or stand in a bike lanes, 
but right turning motor vehicles can enter the lane at intersections to complete 
their turn. 

• Ensuring consistency in the design and signing of bike lanes and other bikeway 
facilities is crucial to educate and inform cyclists and motorists on their proper 
use. 

A wider bike lane is needed 
beside parked cars 

Wide Bicycle Lane:
• Lanes should not exceed 2.0m 

where speeds > 70 km / h. Wider 
lanes allow 2-way bicycle travel 
and encourage vehicle parking in 
the lane.

• Reserved bicycle lane signs 
should be provided either directly 
above or adjacent to the bicycle 
lane after each intersection and 
spaced at least every 200m. 

Conventional Bicycle Lane:
• Increase width based on speed 

and vehicle composition: Over 
6,000 ADT, or if trucks > 10% of 
traffic volumes: 2.5 m; and 
speeds > 100 km / h : 2.5 m.

• Most appropriate on urban arterial 
and collector streets where higher 
traffic volumes and speeds 
warrant user separation.  

Shared Use AT 
Path

Buffered Bike Lanes & Bike Lanes



LAKE TO LAKE CYCLING ROUTE AND WALKING TRAIL 

POTENTIAL FACILITY TYPES CONT’D.
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Paved Shoulder

Painted buffer where 
motor vehicle speed 

and/or volume are high.

• Provide space for cyclists on rural cross-section roads (with shoulder, no curb and gutter). 
Cyclists travel on the paved asphalt shoulder beyond the white ‘Edge Line’

• Typical on a rural cross-section road (no curbs) where  motor vehicle traffic volume and 
speed s are higher . Where motor vehicle speeds or volumes are high, a wider shoulder 
and / or painted buffer enables more separation between the cyclists and motor vehicle, 
and also reduces the impact of wind-shear on the cyclist.  

• Although not a designated space the paved shoulder  provides a convenient location for 
cyclists to travel 

• Other benefits include a reduction in the amount of maintenance required on the gravel 
shoulders; extending the service life of the road  as heavy vehicles are travelling further 
away from road edge, and  reducing run -off- the -road  motor vehicle accidents

• Supplement with Bike Route Signs and/or Share the Road Signs

• Pedestrians may use the paved shoulder or remaining gravel shoulder

• Rumble strips can be added to the painted buffer as an additional cue; provided that there 
are clearly marked breaks at regular intervals, allowing cyclists to move in or out of the 
paved shoulder area to overtake slower moving cyclists or to make a left turn. 

Signed-Only Cycling Routes on  
Wide Outside / Curb Lane

Sharrows

• Similar characteristics to 
the Signed Route on a 
regular width lane, bicycles 
and motor vehicles share 
the travel lane, no physical 
space created for bicycles, 
no pavement markings for 
bicycles

• Supplemented by Bicycle 
Route signs

• Wider travel lane provides 
more space for cyclists 
traveling adjacent to the 
curb

• On multi-lane  roads the 
wide curb lane may be 
created by narrowing the 
inside travel lanes

• Pedestrians use the 
sidewalks in urban areas, 
and may use the road 
shoulder in rural areas 

• Can often be retro-fitted on 
a 4-lane cross-section by 
narrowing the inside travel 
lanes. 

• Consider “Share the Road” 
signs and / or sharrow 
markings at pinch points to 
make both cyclists and 
motorists aware of narrow 
zones

Shared space on a wide lane
Elora, ON

Shared Space on a 
Local Road

Elora, ON

• Bicycles and motor vehicles share the travel lane, no physical space created for 
bicycles

• No pavement markings for bicycles

• Supplemented by Bicycle Route signs

• Typical for urban residential streets where motor vehicle traffic volumes and speeds 
are low, and rural roads where traffic volumes are low

• Pedestrians use the sidewalks in urban areas , and may use the road shoulder in 
rural areas

• Facility should be supported by education programming for both cyclists and 
motorists. 

• Routes should use appropriate and consistent designation bicycle route sign types, 
supplemented by “Bike Route” or “Share the Road” signs. 

• Similar characteristics to the Signed Route on a 
regular width lane and/or the signed route on a wide 
lane, bicycles and motor vehicles share the travel 
lane

• Good solution for urban downtown/main street areas 
where on-street parking can’t be removed to 
implement bike lanes and motor vehicle traffic is 
moving slowly. Also useful in congested areas where 
traffic is generally moving slowly (e.g. “downtown” 
streets). 

• The ‘Sharrow’ or Shared Use Lane marking/symbol 
on the road surface indicates to motorists that 
cyclists are using the same space as motorists

• Placement of the Sharrow symbol indicates to 
cyclists where they should be traveling on the road 
(e.g. approximately 1.0m from the curb where there 
is no on-street parking, 3.4m from the curb where 
there is on-street parking on a multi-lane road)

• Pedestrians use the sidewalks in urban areas 

• Clear pavement markings and signs illustrate the 
concept of “Share the Road” and indicate appropriate 
positioning for cyclists. 

Signed-Only Cycling Route 
on Local  Roads



LAKE TO LAKE CYCLING ROUTE AND WALKING TRAIL 

WHAT TYPE OF FACILITY ARE YOU MOST COMFORTABLE USING?

 Please provide your input on your level of comfort using the following pedestrian and cycling facility types. Use a pen to 
mark your level of comfort on the matrix below:
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Facility Type Level of Comfort
Very Comfortable Somewhat Comfortable Not Comfortable No Opinion

Off-road Multi-use Trail

Multi-se Trail (Main / Spine Trail 
& Secondary Neighbourhood 
Trail)

Shared Use AT Path

Buffered Bike Lanes

Bike Lanes

Paved Shoulders

Signed-Only Cycling on Wide 
Outside / Curb Lane

Signed-Only Cycling Route on 
Local-Roads

“Sharrows”



LAKE TO LAKE CYCLING ROUTE AND WALKING TRAIL 

You are invited to mark-up directly on the maps on 
the display boards and provide your ideas on the 
proposed Lake to Lake Cycling Route throughout the 
Region as well as the local municipalities it is 
proposed to go through. 

We encourage you to consider the following:
 Opportunities and Constraints for the network;
 Key Destinations to highlight;
 Route Facility Types; 
 Route Location; and
 Other Suggestions. 
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Please Give Us Your Route Ideas!



LAKE TO LAKE CYCLING ROUTE AND WALKING TRAIL 

NEXT STEPS & HOW TO STAY INVOLVED

 Speak with representatives at the Public 
Information Centre, fill out a comment sheets or 
add your comments directly to our maps;

 Complete our study online questionnaire:
 Visit the Region’s website and / or  

www.yorkcycling.ca for study updates and 
upcoming events

 Contact us (write, phone, email or fax) using the 
contact information provided.  
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Your input is important to the future of the Lake to Lake Cycling Route and Walking Trail throughout the Regional 
Municipality of York. We encourage you to participate using opportunities listed below: 

Next Steps:
• Review  comments received from PIC #1
• Review  results from the online questionnaire;
• Refine and Confirm the Lake to Lake Cycling Route 

& Walking Trail;
• Develop  and Refine a Route Branding and 

Marketing Strategy;
• Develop and Refine a Route Implementation 

Strategy. 

Richard Hui, P.Eng
Manager of Transportation 
Planning, Regional Municipality of 
York
17250 Yonge Street
Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1
T:1-877-464-9675 ext. 1578
E: Richard.hui@york.ca

Dave McLaughlin, MES, MCIP, 
RPP
Senior Project Manager, MMM 
Group
100 Commerce Valley Drive, 
Thornhill, ON L3T 0A1
T: 905-882-1100 ext. 6520
E: mclaughlind@mmm.ca
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LAKE
SIMCOE

YORK
REGION

CITY of
TORONTO

LAKE
ONTARIO

Lake to Lake
CYCLING ROUTE and WALKING TRAIL

12126_102412

The Regional Municipality of York is undertaking a 
comprehensive feasibility and design study to determine the 
route alignment and functional design for the Lake to Lake 
Cycling Route and Walking Trail. In June 2012, the Study Team 
held the first round of Public Information Centres (PICs) 
following the completion of Phase 1 of the project. 
Since that time, the Study Team has 
completed Phase 2 of the study, 
which includes: 

  and cycling facilities and typical cross sections. 

York Region will now be hosting a second round of PICs and 
is inviting members of the public to attend and review this 
information. The PICs will be held on November 16, 2012 
and November 17, 2012. Please attend either of these 
sessions to speak with members of the Study Team 
and review and comment on the study materials. 

We want your feedback!
 Learn more about our  vision
 for the Lake to Lake Cycling 
 Route and Walking Trail at
 our Public Information Centres 
 and share your feedback with us:

 November 16, 2012 - 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
 Holland Landing Community Centre
 19513 Yonge Street, East Gwillimbury

 November 17 , 2012 - 9 a.m. to 12 noon
 Oak Ridges Community Centre
 12895 Bayview Avenue, Richmond Hill

Lake to Lake 
Cycling Route and Walking Trail, please visit 
www.yorkcycling.ca, York Region on 
facebook or contact: 

Richard Hui, P.Eng.
Manager of Transportation System Planning, 
Regional Municipality of York
17250 Yonge Street, Newmarket, ON, L3Y 6Z1

richard.hui@york.ca

Dave McLaughlin, MES, MCIP, RPP
Senior Project Manager, MMM Group Limited

E: mclaughlind@mmm.ca
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Claire Basinski

From: Hui, Richard <Richard.Hui@york.ca>
Sent: November-06-12 10:52 AM
To: Hui, Richard
Cc: Dave McLaughlin
Subject: Lake to Lake Public Information Centre #2
Attachments: Lake2LakeAd-PIC2-Email.pdf

Dear Stakeholders and Advisory Committee members,

York Region’s Lake to Lake Cycling Route and Walking Trail project will be holding its second Public Information Centre
(PIC) on the following dates and locations:

Friday, November 16, 6 9pm at the Holland Landing Community Centre, East Gwillimbury, and
Saturday, November 17, 9am – noon at the Oak Ridges Community Centre, Richmond Hill

More information on the background and meeting locations are found on the attached advertisement. The Centres will
be conducted in an open house format and the Study Team would appreciate your feedback on the recommended
preferred route alignment and other materials developed to date.

We look forward to receiving your input at one of the sessions. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact us.

Regards,
Richard

Richard Hui, P. Eng., PTOE
Manager, Transportation System Planning
Transportation Planning Branch
Transportation and Community Planning Department
The Regional Municipality of York
17250 Yonge Street
Newmarket, ON  L3Y 6Z1
Tel: 905-830-4444 (or 1-877-464-9675) ext. 1578
Fax: 905-895-0191
E-Mail: richard.hui@york.ca
Website: www.york.ca
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YORK REGION LAKE TO LAKE 
CYCLING ROUTE AND WALKING TRAIL
CANDIDATE ROUTING 
BY FACILITY TYPE

#

To East Don River Trail 
- City of Toronto

LEGEND
Existing Off Road Facilities

Proposed Off Road Facilities

Existing On Road Facilities
Proposed On Road Facilities

Lake to Lake Route (Preferred)

Data Source: York Region Cycling Map (2011), East Gwillimbury Active 
Transportation and Trails Master Plan (2012), Aurora Trails Master Plan 
(2011), Richmond Hill Pedestrian and Cycling Master Plan (2010), 
Markham Cycling, Pathway and Trails 5 Year Implementation Plan (2011). 
GIS Data provided by York Region, City of Markham, Town of East
Gwillimbury, Town of Aurora and Town of Richmond Hill

Oak Ridges Moraine

Regional Centres 

Multi-Lane Provincial Highway

Municipal Boundary
Regional Boundary

Railway
Road
Provincial Highway

Town or Village

Urban Area

Lake

River

Provincial Park

0 2 4 6 8 101
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Where did you come from today?
Please place a pin on the map.
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1. Have you heard of this study before? If so, please indicate how or where (please indicate below) 

2. Do you support developing a Lake to Lake Route? (Please circle the one which applies) 

Yes  or  No 

3. How would you use the route if it were developed? (Please circle the one which applies applies) 
a. Walking for day to day trips to and from school 
b. Walking for touring purposes (e.g. day long hiking tours) 
c. Cycling for daily trips to and from school 
d. Cycling for touring purposes (e.g. day or multi-use touring trips) 

4. Do you have any suggestions on the proposed Lake to Lake Route? (If so, please note them on the map display 
boards or provide your comments below) 

5.  Please indicate how you heard about this public event (e.g. newspaper, online etc.): 

1.  Have you heard of this study before? If so, please indicate how or where (please indicate below) 

2. Do you support developing a Lake to Lake Route? (Please circle the one which applies) 

Yes  or  No 

3. How would you use the route if it were developed? (Please circle the one which applies applies) 
e. Walking for day to day trips to and from school 
f. Walking for touring purposes (e.g. day long hiking tours) 
g. Cycling for daily trips to and from school 
h. Cycling for touring purposes (e.g. day or multi-use touring trips) 

4. Do you have any suggestions on the proposed Lake to Lake Route? (If so, please note them on the map display 
boards or provide your comments below) 

5.  Please indicate how you heard about this public event: (e.g. newspaper, online etc.): 

Name: 
Email:
Address:

Name: 
Email:
Address:

For additional study information or any questions / comments you may have please contact:
Richard Hui, P.Eng., PTOE (Manager, Transportation System Planning, Regional Municipality of York), T: 905-830-444 ext. 1578 or
E: Richard.hui@york.ca

For additional study information or any questions / comments you may have please contact:
Richard Hui, P.Eng., PTOE (Manager, Transportation System Planning, Regional Municipality of York), T: 905-830-444 ext. 1578 or
E: Richard.hui@york.ca
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The Regional Municipality of York is undertaking a 
comprehensive feasibility and design study to determine the 
route alignment and functional design for the Lake to Lake 
Cycling Route and Walking Trail. In June 2012, the Study Team 
held the �rst round of Public Information Centres (PICs) 
following the completion of Phase 1 of the project. 
Since that time, the Study Team has 
completed Phase 2 of the study, 
which includes: 

 • Completed Field Investigation for Candidate Routes;
 • Recommended Preferred Route Alignment; and
 • Developed Design Guidelines for on and off-road walking 
  and cycling facilities and typical cross sections. 

York Region will now be hosting another round of PICs and 
is inviting members of the public to attend and review this 
information. The PIC will be held on February 12, 2013. 
Please attend this session to speak with members of 
the Study Team and review and comment on the 
study materials. 

We want your feedback!
 Learn more about our  vision
 for the Lake to Lake Cycling 
 Route and Walking Trail at
 our Public Information Centres 
 and share your feedback with us:
 February 12, 2013 - 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
 The ROC – Chalet
 Recreational Outdoor Campus
 26479 Civic Centre Rd.
 Keswick, ON
 L4P 3G1

For more information on the Lake to Lake 
Cycling Route and Walking Trail, please visit 
www.yorkcycling.ca, York Region on 
facebook or contact: 

Richard Hui, P.Eng.
Manager of Transportation System Planning, 
Regional Municipality of York
17250 Yonge Street, Newmarket, ON, L3Y 6Z1
T: 1-877-464-9675 ext. 1578     E: richard.hui@york.ca

Dave McLaughlin, MES, MCIP, RPP
Senior Project Manager, MMM Group Limited
100 Commerce Valley Dr., Thornhill, ON L3T 0A1
T: 905-882-1100 ext. 6520
E: mclaughlind@mmm.ca
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